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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
 
Place and date of the meeting 
 
1. The Committee on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean held its 
extraordinary meeting virtually on 19 and 20 August 2021. The extraordinary meeting was held pursuant 
to resolution 749(XXXVIII), adopted at the thirty-eighth session of ECLAC, by which the countries 
requested the Chair of the Presiding Officers of the Committee on South-South Cooperation to convene, 
with the support of the secretariat, an extraordinary meeting of the Committee, outside the framework of 
the session of the Commission, as soon as possible and no later than the second half of 2021, in order to 
examine ways to enhance its functioning, including the need for institutional changes, with a view to 





2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following member States of the Commission: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Germany, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Plurinational State of Bolivia, 
Portugal, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Spain, Suriname, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Turkey and Uruguay. 
 
3. The following associate members of the Commission were also represented: Aruba, Bermuda, 
British Virgin Islands and Montserrat. 
 
4. Attending from the United Nations Secretariat were the Resident Coordinators and representatives of 
the Offices of the Resident Coordinators, the Development Coordination Office, the United Nations Office 
for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) and the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS). 
 
5. The following entities of the United Nations system were represented at the meeting: United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), International Labour Organization (ILO), 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), 
World Food Programme (WFP) and International Telecommunication Union (ITU). 
 
6. The following intergovernmental organizations also participated: Association of Caribbean States 
(ACS), Latin American Integration Association (LAIA), Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM), Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR), Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB) and 






1 See annex 3. 
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Chair and Vice-Chairs 
 
7. At the thirty-eighth session of ECLAC, the countries listed below were elected to serve as the 
Presiding Officers of the Committee on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean: 
 
Chair:  Costa Rica 
 






8. The Presiding Officers adopted the following agenda:  
 
1. Adoption of the agenda. 
 
2. Presentation of the note by the secretariat entitled “From the Committee on South-South 
Cooperation to the regional conference: opportunities for renewed international development 
cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean”.  
 
3. Multidimensional measurements of development: opportunities for renewed cooperation in 
Latin America and the Caribbean.  
 
4. Outcome of the twentieth session of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation of 
the United Nations (1–4 June 2021). 
 
5. Dialogue of ministers of foreign affairs on opportunities and challenges of international 
development cooperation in the context of the health, economic and social recovery 
post- COVID-19. 
 






9. At the opening session, statements were made by Alicia Bárcena, Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and Rodolfo Solano Quirós, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, in his capacity as Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation 
of ECLAC. 
 
10. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that international cooperation was a driving force for 
economic and social progress in many countries and that, when those responsible for cooperation in the 
region met, they had to imagine expeditious and effective channels for dealing with events such as the 
earthquake that had struck Haiti a few days earlier. ECLAC had already placed all its capacity and 
experience at the country’s disposal. Next, she said that the world was experiencing times of great 
uncertainty, with sporadic restrictions on mobility, asymmetries in the stimulus packages implemented by 
developed and developing economies, highly unequal access to vaccines, geopolitical tensions and 
5 
 
structural gaps of insufficient growth, low productivity, high inequality, informality and poverty, and fragile 
health and social protection systems. Latin America and the Caribbean had been one of the hardest hit 
regions, in terms of both the number of infections and the decline in GDP and job losses, in addition to food 
insecurity, the deteriorating fiscal situation and high debt levels, as well as the increase in natural disasters, 
especially in the Caribbean, which was also leading to rating agency downgrades. 
 
11. The time had come to reconsider the criteria for measuring and classifying development, request 
the suspension of the graduation of middle-income countries during the pandemic, move towards a 
multidimensional approach to measuring poverty and establish a multidimensional vulnerability index. In 
that regard, ECLAC had proposed five policy measures: (i) expand and redistribute liquidity from 
developed to developing countries; (ii) strengthen regional cooperation by improving the lending and 
response capacity of regional, subregional and national financing institutions; (iii) carry out institutional 
reform of the multilateral debt architecture; (iv) expand the toolbox of innovative instruments to improve 
debt repayment capacity and avoid debt distress; and (v) make liquidity and debt reduction measures part 
of a financing for development strategy to build forward better. Given the complex scenario facing the 
region, it had to strengthen its regional political and economic agreements, deepen intraregional cooperation 
and more actively promote a united voice on the world stage, and the Committee on South-South 
Cooperation played a fundamental role in that regard. She concluded by welcoming the opening of the 
meeting, which aimed to examine ways to improve the functioning of the Committee, including the need 
for institutional changes. 
 
12. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, in his capacity as Chair of the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC, noted the importance of international cooperation, 
which had succeeded in averting the spectre of major armed conflicts in the second half of the twentieth 
century. He defined international cooperation as a kind of global compact, an ethical and civic commitment 
in the name of stability that required democratic environments in which rights were respected and that 
allowed growth which benefited the most vulnerable. However, no political or economic system had 
succeeded in addressing the underlying problem, namely poverty, a multidimensional phenomenon that 
could not be understood solely on the basis of economic indicators and that required a re-examination of 
the way it was measured and the criteria used to determine international cooperation. There was a downward 
trend in cooperation, affecting middle-income countries in particular, but while the contributions of the 
major donors were declining, a new manifestation of horizontal peer-to-peer solidarity was emerging, called 
South-South cooperation, in which countries were willing to share their knowledge and best practices. 
 
13. The pandemic had been a reminder that, in a globalized world, everyone was interconnected, and 
Costa Rica, as Chair of the Committee, proposed moving forward with a new concept of measurement that 
would integrate the various factors affecting countries’ development and highlight their vulnerabilities in 
order to address them with the corresponding urgency. That would not only foster a common narrative in 
multilateral spaces, but also better planning of international cooperation initiatives. In order to seek new 
spaces, assistance and partnerships, and to allow for more autonomous and effective action, the idea of an 
institutional transition from Committee on South-South Cooperation to a regional conference had been 
embraced. Finally, he said that the meeting was historic in that it provided an opportunity for the countries 
of the region to speak in unison about possible solutions to overcome inequalities and achieve higher levels 
of development, becoming advocates for a change in the paradigms of measurement and cooperation, with 






Presentation of the note by the secretariat entitled “From the Committee on South-South Cooperation to the 
regional conference: opportunities for renewed international development cooperation in Latin America 
and the Caribbean” (agenda item 2) 
 
14. Rodolfo Solano Quirós, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, in his capacity as 
Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC, introduced agenda item 2, recalling that, 
on 19 July, the secretariat had circulated the note entitled “From the Committee on South-South 
Cooperation to the regional conference: opportunities for renewed international development cooperation 
in Latin America and the Caribbean”. He said that one of the ways to strengthen the 2030 Agenda was 
through cooperation, and that, at the moment, the cooperation system was in transition. The new global 
context made it vital to strengthen institutional frameworks for cooperation in order to improve their 
effectiveness. It was a challenging task that required discussion and agreements to overcome the crisis and 
build forward better, towards a sustainable development model.  
 
15. The presentation of the note by the secretariat entitled “From the Committee on South-South 
Cooperation to the regional conference: opportunities for renewed international development cooperation 
in Latin America and the Caribbean”2 was made by Enrique Oviedo, Political Affairs Officer of the Office 
of the Secretary of the Commission, who referred to resolution 749(XXXVIII), adopted by the countries at 
the thirty-eighth session of ECLAC, which had requested the Chair of the Presiding Officers of the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation to convene an extraordinary meeting of the Committee to examine 
ways to enhance its functioning, including the need for institutional changes. In that context, the Chair, 
Costa Rica, had requested the secretariat to prepare the note, which provided the historical background of 
the Committee and explained the different areas in which it worked to strengthen the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda through South-South and triangular cooperation: strategic approaches, development agendas, 
joint work with other entities, sharing of technical experiences and knowledge, and studies and publications. 
There was also a need to strengthen the institutional architecture of South-South and triangular cooperation 
within the framework of renewed international development cooperation. 
 
16. The speaker recalled the key role of the regional commissions in advancing South-South and 
triangular cooperation, and the centrality of the theme for Latin America and the Caribbean, and mentioned 
some changes from committee to conference that had taken place in the past. The proposed change was 
consistent with the repositioning of the United Nations development system, as it contributed to greater 
policy coherence and collaboration with the agencies, funds and programmes of the system in support of 
cooperation. It would also provide a more comprehensive follow-up to the Buenos Aires outcome document 
of the second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40). Lastly, he 
listed some of the many positive effects of a change from committee to conference: it would give the 
Committee a stronger identity; result in meetings independent of ECLAC sessions and independent 
Presiding Officers; allow decisions to be taken on substantive issues; allow meetings to have substantive 
discussion papers and a working agenda of more than one day; include all ECLAC members and operate 
within the framework of existing resources. 
 
17. Next, the representative of Honduras said that the note presented by the secretariat clearly detailed 
the transition from the Committee on South-South Cooperation to the regional conference, as well as the 
manner in which it would function. The change would be very important to provide greater autonomy, 
reflect South-South cooperation more robustly and make the theme more central, and would also contribute 
to the harmonization of related regional policies and positions in multilateral bodies. She noted that it would 
also be important for the title of the conference to reflect the centrality of South-South cooperation. 
 
2  LC/RECSS.2021/3/Rev.1. 
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18. The representative of the Mexican Agency for International Development Cooperation (AMEXCID) 
said that the secretariat’s presentation made clear the benefit of converting the Committee into a conference in 
order to renew and strengthen its activities and promote greater development cooperation among the countries 
of the region and with other regions of the world. She expressed the conviction that, given the impact of the 
pandemic on the region and the world, the time was ripe for such change, and that only through solidarity and 
international cooperation, the sharing of experiences and the strengthening of institutions would it be possible to 
find common solutions to build back better in an inclusive and sustainable manner, leaving no one behind. 
Finally, she took the opportunity to thank Brazil for its pertinent comments on the annex to the note by the 
secretariat, which had bolstered its content. 
 
19. The representative of Argentina said that the note by the secretariat was appropriate because, in the 
current global context, mechanisms should be sought to strengthen the institutional framework for 
cooperation and improve its effectiveness. The change in the Committee’s status would increase the priority 
given to the subject, allow more time for meetings and consensus-building, and give the body more 
autonomy. It would also allow the Presiding Officers to assume their own identity and to have more 
visibility and decision-making capacity at the regional and multilateral levels. The Buenos Aires outcome 
document of the second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) 
had reaffirmed the fundamental role of United Nations system entities in promoting South-South and 
triangular cooperation for sustainable development, and had urged the United Nations development system 
to continue supporting developing countries in terms of South-South and triangular cooperation. The 
regional commissions had also been recognized as key to advancing South-South and triangular 
cooperation. It was time to reconsider the criteria for measuring and classifying development, suspend the 
graduation of middle-income countries during the pandemic, move towards a multidimensional approach 
to measuring poverty and establish a multidimensional vulnerability index. In conclusion, she expressed 
Argentina’s support for all proposals aimed at strengthening and deepening the role of South-South 
cooperation as a tool to build solid ties among the countries of the region and throughout the global South, 
in conditions of horizontality and mutual benefit that would enhance national capacities. 
 
20. The Executive Director of the Peruvian Agency for International Cooperation (APCI) said that 
international cooperation faced a complex scenario marked by the impact of the pandemic, which affected 
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and intensified inequalities in the region. It was therefore necessary 
to strengthen multilateralism and empower regional bodies with clear mandates to promote cooperation 
initiatives to support countries’ development efforts. It was also necessary to strengthen international 
cooperation bodies, gearing them towards results management, and to have coordination and follow-up 
channels that would make it possible to implement specific cooperation proposals for action. It was 
important to be able to generate value added and to give more fluidity and autonomy to the decision-making 
process and to the relationship between the different development actors. Finally, he expressed Peru’s 
conviction that the initiative to change from Committee to a conference was geared towards those objectives 
and would serve to strengthen the South-South and triangular cooperation architecture, in line with the 
repositioning of the United Nations development system and the work of the United Nations Office for 
South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC). Therefore, he expressed his country’s agreement with the initiative, 
which went beyond a change of name, as the conference should become a regional forum reflecting the 
importance of cooperation for countries’ development. 
 
21. The representative of Brazil first joined in the expressions of support for the people of Haiti, 
announcing that the President of Brazil had decided to send a multidisciplinary humanitarian mission to the 
country. Next, he said that Brazil understood that the main argument for the proposed change was to provide 
ECLAC member countries with a better instrument adapted to the current times so that the Commission 
could fulfil its original mandate to study and seek solutions to the problems arising in Latin America and 
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the Caribbean from world economic maladjustment and to problems related to the world economy, with a 
view to the cooperation of the Latin American and Caribbean countries in the common effort to achieve 
worldwide recovery and economic stability (paragraph 2 of the 1948 United Nations Economic and Social 
Council resolution). Given that one of the consequences of the pandemic was the breakdown of economies 
around the world, that mandate was very contemporary and appropriate. Other topics of interest to member 
States could be addressed within the scope of the work of the future conference if they were in line with 
those terms of reference or with the mandates received under BAPA+40 and its specific activities in favour 
of South-South and triangular cooperation. At the thirty-eighth session of the Commission, the proponents 
of the aforementioned institutional transformation had stated that the new body would retain the same 
functions and budgetary composition as the Committee, aspects that Brazil considered central. Taking that 
aspect into account, and without prejudice to previous statements on the subject, Brazil would follow the 
consensus of the meeting on the proposed transformation. However, it was important for the documents to 
be adopted at the meeting to state that South-South and triangular cooperation would continue to be the 
central focus of the possible new regional conference on South-South cooperation, and that the title should 
convey that message to the general public. Finally, he noted that Brazil’s suggestions for adjustments to the 
text of the agreements had been positively received and expressed the delegation’s willingness to work 
under the leadership of the Chair to contribute to the proposal in a spirit of solidarity and constructiveness. 
 
22. The representative of El Salvador said that everyone had an active role to play in South-South 
cooperation. Partnerships and knowledge would be strengthened when the Committee on South-South 
Cooperation was transformed into a conference. ECLAC did not only provide support to the countries in 
the area of South-South cooperation, but also in the Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP) for 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and south-southeast Mexico, with major efforts by the United Nations, 
ECLAC and cooperation agencies. El Salvador would play an active role and was willing to contribute to 
South-South cooperation efforts.   
 
23. The representative of Colombia said that his country agreed with the transformation of the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation into a conference because it would offer benefits such as greater 
autonomy and time for in-depth discussions on the region’s broad cooperation agenda, using the ECLAC 
institutional framework and real and existing resources in a context of austerity and limitations faced by 
countries in the economic recovery period. However, clarity was needed on how the transformation would 
affect the type of cooperation pursued by the body, and consensus among the countries of the region was 
required in that regard. The inclusion of North-South cooperation in the Conference would call for a more 
comprehensive view (not just a nominal change) of other modalities of cooperation. The change would 
strengthen existing cooperation mechanisms at multilateral and other levels. 
 
24. The representative of Paraguay said that the outcome of the current meeting would improve and 
strengthen the institutional framework for South-South cooperation in the region, which had an important 
role to play in the context of the current health, political and institutional crisis, the widening inequality gap 
and the collective challenges posed. Paraguay had received most of its vaccines through South-South 
cooperation mechanisms. The crisis should be an opportunity to fulfil the commitment to leave no one 
behind. Finally, she noted that her country supported the transformation of the Committee on South-South 
Cooperation into a conference. 
 
25. The Permanent Representative of Barbados to the United Nations underlined his country’s deep 
attachment to the Commission and the Committee on South-South Cooperation. Barbados supported the 
institutional transformation proposed, which could further enhance South-South cooperation in the region 
when it was needed most, “building back better” in a post-COVID-19 world. His country had benefited 
from such cooperation, particularly through Cuba’s Henry Reeve International Medical Brigade. In light of 
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Haiti’s recent political, economic and environmental challenges, the region must use the tools of South-South 
cooperation to spearhead assistance and support, exemplifying the horizontal solidarity mentioned by the Chair. 
He commended the Executive Secretary’s tireless efforts to shed light on the specific issues of middle-income 
countries and small island developing States (SIDS) and the Commission’s work regarding the need for a 
vulnerability index and for new classification criteria, with a multidimensional approach to measuring poverty. 
He looked forward to member States’ participation and support in the fifteenth session of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD 15), which Barbados would be hosting virtually. 
 
26. The representative of Uruguay said that his country supported the transformation of the Committee 
on South-South Cooperation into a conference and welcomed the proposal contained in the ECLAC concept 
note. He also agreed with the concepts expressed. The institutional role of the future conference would be 
extremely important and would result in South-South and triangular cooperation efforts in a context of 
economic and social recovery in the region. International cooperation was important for the implementation 
of the SDGs. The pandemic had exposed structural gaps and vulnerabilities in countries such as Uruguay, 
which had been “graduated” using a per capita GDP development metric. There was need of a paradigm 
shift towards a transition to comprehensive and sustainable development and a new narrative of 
multidimensional measurement. His country joined the consensus to support the move from the Committee 
on South-South Cooperation to conference.  
 
27. The representative of Chile said that his country endorsed the secretariat’s proposal to move from 
Committee on South-South Cooperation to conference, which institutionalized the imperative of a regional 
position on cooperation in general terms, in an inclusive and non-exclusive manner. It set a significant 
precedent in conceptual, institutional and practical development, which coincided with Chile’s idea of 
development cooperation. 
 
28. The representative of Guyana, expressing appreciation for the secretariat’s work, said that the 
proposal was timely given current challenges and with the world at a crossroads between a transformational 
shift and “business as usual”. The dynamic solution reflected the Commission’s innovation in leadership and 
could be replicated elsewhere. There was merit in the proposal, first, because given the nature of the 
Committee’s mandate and the issues of which it was seized, its operating modalities were no longer adequate 
to satisfy the development trajectory in the region. The new arrangement would lead to clear, well-defined 
policy directives. Second, the region must respond effectively to multidimensional challenges, especially 
those arising from COVID-19 and the existential threat of the climate emergency. Increasingly dynamic and 
broad triangular and South-South cooperation would amplify demand for enhanced coordination, advocacy 
and partnerships; it was in the region’s interest to strengthen efforts and institutions in that regard. Third, a 
conference would facilitate greater focus on policymaking specific to the region’s realities while aligning with 
the 2030 Agenda. Regional actions must reflect national dynamics and space was needed to move forward in 
that direction. Guyana was committed to advancing South-South, North-South, triangular and multilateral 
cooperation in the region and would remain constructively engaged in the process. 
 
29. The representative of Ecuador said that her country supported the proposed change from Committee 
on South-South Cooperation to conference and shared the view that the change would be positive for 
strengthening South-South cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean and that establishing new 
cooperation mechanisms in middle-income countries was a challenge. Her country would support initiatives 
to influence work at the multilateral level to establish criteria that considered development a 
multidimensional process and not just an economic one. 
 
30. The Director of the Economic Affairs Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade of Jamaica said that his country acknowledged the utility of the proposal, and associated itself with 
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the comments made by Guyana, Barbados and Ecuador on middle-income countries and the 
multidimensional measurement of vulnerability, the climate emergency and strengthening regional 
cooperation. Jamaica also appreciated Costa Rica’s efforts to move up South-South and triangular 
cooperation in the hierarchy of support mechanisms available to member States, noting the timeliness of 
such a concrete proposal after BAPA +40. Full support with competent national resources would be 
indispensable for establishing South-South cooperation as a viable, positive and innovative mechanism and 
Jamaica looked forward to specific projects that would emerge from the process.  
 
31. The Director of International Affairs (Cooperation) in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belize, 
thanking ECLAC for the proposal and the Chair for its leadership, said that the time was right for the change 
to a conference and Belize welcomed the organic shift. Her country looked forward to supporting efforts 
for a seamless transition and would work closely with the conference, for which it had high expectations, 
to ensure that South-South cooperation would be given the utmost priority.  
 
32. The regional representative of the International Labour Organization (ILO), acknowledging the support 
from and strong partnerships built in the region, reiterated the importance ILO attached to South-South 
cooperation and its endorsement of the principles such as respect for national sovereignty, equality, solidarity, 
non-conditionality and mutual benefit. Engagement in South-South cooperation was reflected through its 
tripartite structures in the identification and dissemination of good practices, peer-to-peer learning, 
knowledge- sharing through multi-stakeholder partnerships and various agreements. ILO leveraged the potential 
of South-South cooperation to advance its mandate embodied in the Decent Work Agenda and to build capacity, 
identify and implement cooperation opportunities by drawing on the experience of its tripartite constituencies 
—member States, workers and employers. Priorities with regional partners involved the promotion of the 
fundamental principles of work, such as abolishing child labour and forced labour, and other pressing issues 
arising from the pandemic, including informality, youth employment and technical and vocational education 
and training. 
 
Multidimensional measurements of development: opportunities for renewed cooperation in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (agenda item 3) 
 
33. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC, Alicia Bárcena, presented the document Development in 
transition: Concept and measurement proposal for renewed cooperation in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 3  She recalled that the COVID-19 pandemic had exacerbated economic and social 
vulnerabilities in Latin America and the Caribbean, a middle-income region with serious structural gaps. 
There was an urgent need to renew development cooperation, especially with regard to access to 
concessional financing in the face of shrinking fiscal space and high debt levels. She referred to the concept 
of development in transition —developed jointly by ECLAC, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) and the European Union— an analytical framework for redefining the 
classification of countries according to their level of development, beyond per capita income, which would 
make it possible to measure middle-income traps and structural gaps and redirect cooperation to where it 
was most needed, as well as to renew the criteria for granting international development financing. A new 
classification was urgently needed, because in graduating from official development assistance (ODA), 
countries suffered direct and indirect financial and non-financial effects that went far beyond the loss of 
ODA. Development in transition conceived of development as a continuous, gradual, multidimensional and 
non-linear process. The concept of “graduation” should be replaced by that of “gradation” of development. 
 
 
3  LC/TS.2021/95/REV.1. 
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34. She spoke of middle-income countries: diverse economies, with very different development 
challenges and needs, reflecting deep structural gaps. The economic and social impact of the pandemic had 
significantly widened the financing gap of these countries, which were also affected by productivity, social 
vulnerability, environmental and institutional traps. Despite limited fiscal space, the crisis caused by the 
pandemic had been met with unprecedented government responses in the region in 2020, without which 
poverty would have been much greater, and which should continue in 2021 to avoid a regression. However, 
spending and investment in environmental protection, green recovery and clean energy had fallen, and 
emergency measures had had a negative impact on the environment. In terms of financial flows to the 
region, private flows —foreign direct investment (FDI), remittances and portfolio flows— increased at the 
expense of ODA which had shown a declining trend, even though ODA was still much needed by many 
countries in the region. She further stressed that tax evasion and illicit flows were at the root of many of the 
problems of domestic resource mobilization and resolving that required international cooperation. 
 
35. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC reiterated that a new international financial architecture was 
needed to respond to the emergency and promote development in the region; expand and redistribute 
liquidity so that middle-income countries could have access to diverse sources of international financing; 
discuss the restructuring and issuance of external debt, incorporating private creditors and considering the 
creation of a multilateral credit rating agency; include middle-income countries in debt relief initiatives and 
access to concessional and non-concessional liquidity; incorporate innovative instruments, such as 
hurricane clauses, green bonds and SDG bonds; capitalize and strengthen development banks at all levels; 
develop multilateral mechanisms for global tax implementation and the elimination of avoidance, evasion 
and illicit flows and, of course, rethink the system of cooperation based on a multidimensional measurement 
beyond per capita income. She highlighted the role of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
the SDGs as a guide, as they offered a systemic and contextual vision of countries’ development needs, and 
stressed the need to strengthen the regional integration of Latin America and the Caribbean and their 
common position in the framework of international cooperation. 
 
36. In the discussion that followed, statements were made by Rita Hernández, Director of International 
Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, country serving as Chair of the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC; Luis Pablo Rodríguez Mondal, Deputy Director of 
International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, country serving as Chair of the 
Like-Minded Group of Countries Supporters of Middle-Income Countries; María Elena Alcaraz, 
Coordinator of International Development Forums of the Mexican Agency for International Development 
Cooperation (AMEXCID) of Mexico; Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Programme Officer of the Office of the 
High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small 
Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) and Ragnheiður Elín Árnadóttir, Director of the Development 
Centre of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 
 
37. The Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of 
Costa Rica, country serving as Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC, 
underscored the need to repair the development model, with a vision of international cooperation that would 
create spaces for dialogue between developed and developing countries, generating opportunities for South-
South and triangular cooperation in response to global challenges. International cooperation resources 
should be directed towards ensuring the well-being of all members of society and making a positive 
contribution to the environment and to climate change adaptation and mitigation. As the experience of 
Costa Rica demonstrated, new partnership instruments among countries and with the private sector could 
be the basis for future partnerships in South-South and triangular cooperation. The concept of development 
in transition emerged as a possibility for assessing countries’ needs and strengths, and was a better reflection 
of reality than a traditional classification such as GDP. It was also necessary to reach regional consensus in 
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order to change the rhetoric and mainly the approach applied to countries classified as middle-income. 
Meetings such as the one being held, at which national views and experiences were presented, were the first 
step towards achieving a coherent and powerful discourse and being heard by the international community 
with concrete proposals and viable solutions.  
 
38. The Deputy Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, 
country serving as Chair of the Like-Minded Group of Countries Supporters of Middle-Income Countries, 
stressed that that space had allowed the country to contribute to the global discussion on rethinking the 
multilateral architecture of support to developing countries. That architecture should be based on 
multidimensional criteria, including vulnerability and risk factors in the three dimensions of sustainable 
development —economic, social and environmental— valuing the prevention approach and the link 
between humanitarian action and peacebuilding. Middle-income countries needed to find mechanisms to 
avoid losing decades of development gains and a way to establish an inclusive and sustainable recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. They also required affordable financial access and debt relief to provide 
fiscal space to respond to the multifaceted crisis. The term “middle-income countries” was used to simplify 
the complexities of those countries, and the multilateral system had not provided an adequate response to 
their specific needs. He highlighted the solidarity of middle-income countries with developing countries, 
as reflected in the financial, technical, technology transfer and capacity-building support they provided 
through South-South and triangular cooperation projects and initiatives. Such cooperation had a major 
impact on countries, and increased participation could have a multiplier effect that could contribute to the 
achievement of objectives. 
 
39. The Coordinator of International Development Forums of the Mexican Agency for International 
Development Cooperation (AMEXCID) said that Mexico fully agreed with the need for a paradigm shift 
in the measurement of development and highlighted the proposal to discontinue the country graduation 
system and replace it with the concept of gradation. Countries’ annual per capita income alone presented a 
misleading picture of their development capacities, vulnerabilities and needs for more flexible and fairer 
financing. The pandemic had resulted in lags and widened gaps in the region, and reversing the losses 
required a more equitable and inclusive system of cooperation. Although the importance of equity in access 
to medicines, medical equipment and vaccines had been reiterated since the beginning of the pandemic, 
access to vaccines was uneven and many countries relied on direct assistance from other countries with 
surpluses, but solidarity and mutual support in the region had also been evident. The pandemic had created 
not only challenges but also opportunities to integrate the region and respond to common development 
needs and aspirations. Only through cooperation among countries and with other regions of the world would 
it be possible to move forward and build back better, inclusively, in solidarity and sustainably, leaving no 
one behind, to repair the damage caused by the pandemic and achieve the SDGs, and to meet the challenges 
of the present and the future. 
 
40.  The Senior Programme Officer of UN-OHRLLS said that considering multidimensional 
vulnerability was key as it could ensure a more balanced approach to eligibility for financing. Meanwhile, 
the excessively small pool of concessional financing was a challenge. UN-OHRLLS and the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) had recently held technical and political consultations to assess 
the development and use of a multidimensional vulnerability index which should cover all Member States, 
focus on the vulnerability factors of all developing countries and reflect the social, environmental and 
economic dimensions of sustainable development. OHRLLS would shortly release an assessment report of 
key findings from those consultations which could inform the related work in the region. Although 
achieving the right balance would be difficult, an imperfect index would be more comprehensive than an 
income-based approach. Distinguishing exogenous factors and addressing the data availability challenge 
were also crucial. 
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41. The Director of the OECD Development Centre said that the opportunity to rethink international 
cooperation in light of the COVID-19 crisis must not be missed and there was need of an initial discussion 
on how to update the criteria and toolbox for international cooperation. The OECD Development Centre 
and Centre on Well-being, Inclusion, Sustainability and Equal Opportunity (WISE), along with the 
European Commission and ECLAC, had joined forces with Latin American and Caribbean countries to 
adapt a well-being measurement framework to the region and determine how to include it in policymaking. 
Supporting societies and the economy amid ongoing uncertainty and mitigation of losses had to be matched 
with investing for better futures. Rethinking indicators was vital to advancing the development in transition 
narrative and reimagining international cooperation that included the countries of the region on an equal 
footing regardless of development level.  
 
42. Next, the representative of Colombia said that in view of the difficulties of the graduation process, 
it was necessary to continue strengthening and professionalizing South-South cooperation, and to increase 
the number and quality of triangular cooperation projects. Colombia had identified the need for strategic 
partnerships to leverage available financial and human resources, and she mentioned a number of initiatives 
in that regard. There was also a need to prioritize engagement with international private actors, including 
philanthropic organizations, non-governmental organizations and the international business sector, and the 
management of the resources they provided, an area in which her country was making various efforts. 
 
43. The representative of Paraguay said that her country agreed with the development in transition 
approach and the arguments presented, was aware of natural asymmetries and highly valued international 
development cooperation as a strategic pillar to support national development. For that reason, Paraguay had 
supported from the outset the process undertaken by countries to create the new narrative of international 
cooperation and to concretize new mechanisms, measures and tools for what could be considered a new era 
of international development cooperation. Although the country did not have an international cooperation 
agency, it was committed to strengthening the institutional framework and management in that area through 
various actions. Finally, she reaffirmed support for the regional positioning and requested time to carry out 
internal consultations and offer other contributions from her country. 
 
44. The representative of Brazil commended the high quality of the document presented by ECLAC, 
Development in transition: Concept and measurement proposal for renewed cooperation in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. However, he said out that no input had been sought from the member countries of the 
Commission for its preparation.4 In his view, the ECLAC study was analytical or academic in nature, since 
the concepts and statements it contained had not been the subject of consultations with member countries 
and therefore could not compel governments to follow its proposals and suggestions. In any case, Brazil 
would study the report carefully and make additional comments after considering it. Among the concerns 
raised by the document were the possible practical implications of an apparent compartmentalization of 
Latin America in relation to developing countries in other regions; the lack of a multilaterally agreed 
definition of the concept of development in transition; and the fact that the concept had not been developed 
by the countries of the region, or with their needs in mind. His country was also concerned by the 
reinterpretation of the paradigms of international cooperation, which deviated from some of the basic 
principles of multilateralism, for example, with regard to respect for sovereignty, not setting 
conditionalities, and the affirmation of the horizontal nature that should characterize the multilateral 
relationship between countries, which was the basis of South-South cooperation. In that regard, he recalled 
the special communiqué on the promotion of a multidimensional approach for measuring countries’ 
transition to sustainable development, issued in April 2021 on the occasion of the twenty-seventh 
Ibero- American Summit of Heads of State and Government, and noted that Brazil maintained the vision 
 
4  See annex 2 for Brazil’s full remarks. 
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on the matter expressed therein, which provided a good basis for a discussion with other countries. ECLAC 
had the conditions to mobilize specialized support to identify objective measurement criteria that went 
beyond per capita income, and its technical contributions could provide references and technical content to 
challenge the graduation criterion applied to official development assistance. Brazil recognized 
South- South and trilateral cooperation, which it would endeavour to foster, and the country would act with 
seriousness, solidarity and constructive purpose in the future in that discussion. 
 
45. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica said the document being presented —
Development in transition: Concept and measurement proposal for renewed cooperation in Latin America 
and the Caribbean— had been prepared at the request of the Chair and that it would guide the discussion. 
It was a proposal that called for an enriching discussion among the countries. It was beneficial to continue 
building and advancing towards the same goal in a spirit of solidarity, so the countries were invited to make 
any contributions that could enhance the technical work performed and allow further progress on the 
discussions that the region needed. 
 
46. The representative of Guyana thanked the Executive Secretary of ECLAC and her team for putting 
together a solid study. She said structural limitations of the development model had been further 
compounded by the COVID-19 crisis and Guyana remained convinced of the need for practical measures 
to alleviate developmental challenges facing the countries of the region. Decisions about development 
financing should be based on considerations of vulnerability and levels of resilience, especially with regard 
to climate change, and Guyana was supportive of the formulation and use of multidimensional measures of 
development to govern concessional financing decisions. Enhancing countries’ capacity to respond to crises 
without bringing their development efforts to a halt was critical, and multidimensional measures of 
development were an essential part of that equation. 
 
47. The representative of Chile said the document being presented was a contribution to the discussion, 
which included innovative concepts that encouraged reflection on many aspects of international 
development cooperation. The graduation process regarding official development assistance had been 
challenged early on by several countries. The need to reconceptualize the notion of development and rethink 
countries’ graduation from development cooperation had emerged in various forums. The conceptualization 
and instruments of development needed to be adapted to the processes of change that societies were facing. 
The proposal to transform the Committee on South-South Cooperation into a regional conference was 
important; it should be a space for discussion to contribute to global governance of international 
cooperation, since it was vital to have a single voice with which to act in the spaces where that issue was 
discussed. The vision laid out in the ECLAC document represented significant progress and the reflection 
on development in transition did not appear antagonistic. Lastly, she stressed the importance of more 
democratic decisions on international cooperation. 
 
48. The representative of Uruguay said that development cooperation needed to be rethought, moving 
towards models that would facilitate cooperation modalities for all developing countries, with a new 
narrative and a new paradigm, and progress on sources of financing to sustain that model. On the path to 
sustainable development, countries should not be penalized through abrupt withdrawals of traditional forms 
of financing. The way development was measured had to change, because the old criteria had become 
obsolete, as the pandemic had shown. It was imperative to have more comprehensive indicators to measure 
sustainable development, encompassing social, economic and environmental dimensions, and linking the 
areas included in the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The criteria for allocating development 
cooperation should be based on a multidimensional vision, so that countries would receive support in 
accordance with their specific challenges and structural gaps. Multidimensionality and the search for 
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criteria for measuring sustainable development should continue to be addressed by the future conference, 
without neglecting South-South and triangular cooperation. 
 
49. The representative of Peru said the discussion on cooperation provided space for a wider exchange 
of views and that it was legitimate to cover the full range of dimensions addressed in the document. The 
presentation had enabled a very enriching exchange, which had begun earlier, as the countries of the region 
had already been discussing concepts such as graduation and development in transition, as well as the need 
to move forward on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing 
for Development and on a multidimensional approach that went beyond the per capita income criterion to 
reflect each country’s specificities. He expressed his appreciation for the presence of the representative of 
OECD and the way she had stressed the importance of political discussion and dialogue, which was central 
to cooperation. Lastly, he reiterated that the discussion on cooperation was a gateway to other issues, such 
as the financing for development agenda. International cooperation was only one dimension of that agenda, 
which should also be linked to investment, debt relief and trade. 
 
50. The representative of Honduras said that middle-income countries faced a number of challenges to 
which measurement based on income alone could not be applied. Graduation exposed countries to setbacks 
in terms of development, so other more appropriate and effective instruments were needed to guide 
cooperation, and the Multidimensional Poverty Index should be the basis for measuring that transition 
towards development. The pandemic and the effects of climate change were the clearest demonstration of 
the threats faced by middle-income countries and the possible reversal of progress made in implementing 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The crisis was a call for countries to work together on 
innovative proposals through the Committee on South-South Cooperation or the regional conference, as 
well as through South-South and triangular cooperation, to boost them further. 
 
51. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC thanked the country representatives for their comments and said 
that the document being presented was intended to offer an analytical approach to existing visions for 
middle- income countries. South-South cooperation needed to be strengthened and the world needed to listen 
to the region’s demand for equitable treatment in financing for development and cooperation, and from 
international financial institutions. Graduation criteria did not originate from the region, but did apply to the 
region. That was why Latin America and the Caribbean had to participate in the discussion, and ECLAC was 
available for this purpose. The regional conference, if established, would be the forum for moving forward 
with that discussion, drawing on countries’ experiences, complemented by the analytical approach and 
discussions held with the OECD Development Centre and the European Union, where many of the 
cooperation partners were from. Lastly, she reiterated the readiness of ECLAC to receive countries’ comments 
on the document and to listen to the different points of view so that they could all be taken into account. 
 
Outcome of the twentieth session of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation of the 
United Nations (1–4 June 2021) (agenda item 4) 
 
52. Under this agenda item, which was opened by Rodolfo Solano Quirós, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Worship of Costa Rica, the country serving as Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC, 
statements were made by María del Carmen Squeff, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United 
Nations and Chair of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation (pre-recorded video message); 
Adel Abdellatif, Director a.i. of the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC); Rita 
Hernández, Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, 
country serving as Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC; and Manfred Haebig, 
Coordinator of the German Cooperation Programme (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ)/Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) of Germany). 
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53. Rodolfo Solano Quirós, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, expressed his 
satisfaction with the results of the previous day’s meetings, which he said had been very productive and 
had included high-quality discussions, and hoped that the new session would also produce progress and 
allow for further examination of the topics of interest, based on the outcomes of the twentieth session of 
the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation of the United Nations. 
 
54. The Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United Nations and Chair of the High-level 
Committee on South-South Cooperation referred to the issues that had been at the heart of discussions at the 
twentieth session of the United Nations High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation, which was the 
main policymaking body for that type of cooperation at the global level: the multidimensional COVID- 19 
pandemic crisis and the follow-up to the consensus reached at BAPA+40. The key reflections that had 
emerged from the discussions included: recognition of the critical position of South-South and triangular 
cooperation in the field of development; the fact that, even in a challenging context, cooperation had 
continued, although cooperation among countries of the global South had been affected by the pandemic; and 
developing countries’ need for financial and other facilities to achieve a solvent and equitable recovery, 
regardless of their income level. The Committee had called for equitable and affordable access to safe and 
effective vaccines, treatment, diagnosis and related health services through relevant mechanisms such as 
COVAX to accelerate the global recovery. There had been a call to move forward with multi-stakeholder 
partnerships —as coordinated work could broaden the scope of South-South and triangular cooperation— and 
to advance with monitoring and transparency mechanisms, and results-based analysis of contributions to make 
cooperation more effective. The entire United Nations system had facilitated the sharing of knowledge and 
technologies in developing countries, and the Committee considered that defining the overarching strategy of 
the United Nations on cooperation could have a positive impact, by integrating initiatives from all entities at 
all levels and simplifying South-South and triangular cooperation efforts. The Committee had also agreed that 
the follow-up to that strategy should be considered at its next session. The importance of stepping up 
cooperation of all stakeholders through United Nations mechanisms such as the Sustainable Development 
Goals Fund (SDG Fund) had also been reiterated. Lastly, she stressed that, to achieve international cooperation 
that was aligned with developing countries’ priorities and attainable for all, it was essential to work together 
with the Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC. 
 
55. The Director a.i. of UNOSSC spoke about the United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South 
and triangular cooperation for sustainable development, which the High-level Committee on South-South 
Cooperation had taken note of at its meeting in June 2021. He gave a synopsis of South-South cooperation in 
the Organization then described the evolution towards the inclusively developed strategy, which would allow 
for unprecedented tracking, follow-up and documentation of progress in South-South cooperation and would 
also improve reporting and advice to Member States. The strategy was divided into country, regional and global 
levels, with greatest focus on actions at country level, where there were most challenges in terms of documenting 
good practices and where efforts to mainstream South-South cooperation in development frameworks were 
concentrated. At regional and global levels, one of the key areas was knowledge-sharing —and Latin America 
could be commended for its longstanding support for South-South cooperation, reflected in more than 
1,000 bilateral and regional initiatives in 2019 alone. The action plan of the strategy entailed five clear 
components to guide South-South cooperation, among which emphasis was given to building capacity in 
Member States. Given the importance attached to regional exchanges of experiences and partnerships, which 
had been lacking, Latin America could play a significant role in cooperation between regions by sharing its 
expertise. On the issue of resources, he said that despite initiatives already undertaken, there was a need for 
greater commitment on funding, particularly in the context of the response to COVID-19 in SIDS. The efforts 
undertaken in ECLAC could be replicated in other regions and he invited Costa Rica to take the lead in sharing 
the outcomes of the current meeting and collaborating with other regions. The outcome could also provide 
valuable input for UNOSSC, which was drafting its plan for the next four years. 
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56. The Director of International Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa 
Rica, country serving as Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC, said that 
international cooperation was a fundamental tool for the development of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
a region that had shown a historic commitment to South-South and triangular cooperation. At that time, the 
goal was to find innovative ways to leverage these forms of cooperation, in order to have the tools to 
inclusively provide quick and effective solutions, with solidarity, in a changing environment aggravated by 
the pandemic and natural disasters. South-South cooperation was a crucial element of international 
development cooperation, which called on developing countries to show greater solidarity, appreciate their 
specificities and complement each other in solidarity, but it was not a substitute for North-South 
cooperation. During the session of the High-level Committee, countries had called for increased cooperation 
contributions to end poverty, drive sustainable development, bolster South-South cooperation, increase the 
effectiveness of development operations in line with the Buenos Aires outcome document of the second 
High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40), and strengthen triangular 
cooperation to pool experience and know-how. All these aims were shared by the Committee on 
South- South Cooperation, whose status needed to be upgraded to that of a conference. Only together, with 
a creative, integral, solidarity-based model such as South-South cooperation, would it be possible to move 
forward. The Buenos Aires outcome document of the second High-level United Nations Conference on 
South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) had recognized the support of the United Nations development 
system, and that ECLAC and UNOSSC had always shown themselves to be allies of the region, channelling 
all the efforts of the system through cooperation to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. Synergies with other regions and global institutions bolstered multilateralism and the shared 
vision of the countries of the global South to strengthen South-South cooperation, which was the starting 
point for achieving the shared goals of countries with similar characteristics. The 2030 Agenda was based 
on the same philosophy of development, collective action and solidarity. Lastly, there was a need for 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
57. The Coordinator of the German Cooperation Programme (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)/Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) of Germany) 
delivered four messages. Firstly, he said the COVID-19 pandemic had highlighted gaps in several areas, 
and the post-pandemic recovery offered an opportunity for structural change, driving a transformation 
towards more inclusive and sustainable development. Secondly, the system of international cooperation 
required innovation, and the development in transition agenda sought to foster dialogue in that regard, with 
a view to an independent system of international cooperation that went beyond development assistance. In 
the German cooperation programme, it was believed that development cooperation should continue to be 
renewed through global partnerships, as indicated in SDG 17. New approaches should strengthen 
institutional capacities, work inclusively with countries at all levels of development, facilitate partnerships 
through modalities such as triangular, South-South and multilateral cooperation —regardless of their 
recognition in terms of official development assistance— and change traditional development paradigms. 
Thirdly, German cooperation projects and modalities already contributed to these new approaches, and 
there were various ongoing initiatives. Over the next four years, efforts would focus on promoting 
partnerships and strategic use of triangular cooperation instruments. This overcame the traditional 
dichotomy of North-South cooperation and emphasized mutual learning and the complementary strengths 
of all partners. Innovation meant questioning oneself, and that also applied to development cooperation. 
Germany would continue to cooperate with middle-income countries for regional and global development. 
Future modes of cooperation needed to be discussed, to move towards a future that was shaped together. 
 
58. The representative of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID) 
said that it was clear that development cooperation was undergoing a process of transformation and that its 
rationale and concepts were changing. Traditional relationships had been challenged and the way of 
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working had tended to become more horizontal. These new modes had proved to be more effective in taking 
all parties into account. Spain considered that triangular cooperation was the best instrument for increasing 
accountability and benefits, maximizing results, developing capacities and creating a culture of working as 
a network, and that it was a prime example of the spirit of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the new conception of cooperation. In order to move towards fulfilling the 2030 Agenda, AECID 
worked to enhance countries’ capacities as cooperation agents, and excellent results had been achieved, as 
reflected by the region’s leading position in the world in South-South and triangular cooperation. Spanish 
cooperation was working hard to ensure that cooperation projects continued to spread throughout the region. 
 
59. The representative of Brazil said that regional commissions could play a role in supporting the 
framework presented, providing vital support in the promotion of triangular cooperation in the 
United Nations system, especially in the areas of research, data collection and capacity-building in public 
policies. Partnerships had been established within the last decade, but there was room for stronger linkages 
between UNOSSC and regional commissions in the implementation of UNOSSC initiatives. Brazil, a 
long- time supporter of triangular cooperation through United Nations agencies, renewed its commitment 
to engage with ECLAC and UNOSSC in any activities identified in the areas mentioned. 
 
60. The representative of Paraguay reaffirmed the importance of the High-level Committee on 
South- South Cooperation and said that, as agreed in the Buenos Aires outcome document of the second 
High- level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40), Member States should 
continue to participate in inclusive and transparent consultations during the Committee’s regular sessions, to 
further enhance South-South and triangular cooperation. Paraguay recognized the importance of the 
experience acquired over the preceding 40 years through South-South cooperation, as well as the progress 
achieved in areas such as social protection, innovation and the fight against poverty, but also recalled that 
there were pending challenges in crucial sectors that hindered countries’ efforts to achieve the desired goals. 
The aim was therefore to continue strengthening partnerships, in the conviction that international cooperation 
for development was the best means of finding joint solutions. 
 
61. The representative of Cuba said that the United Nations system’s efforts to strengthen South-South 
and triangular cooperation as a means of implementing the 2030 Agenda were starting to produce tangible 
results, and that the system’s joint strategy on this issue was a key step towards improving coordination, 
addressing the pandemic and achieving the SDGs. She then gave two examples of Cuba’s cooperation in 
the region: firstly, Cuba had provided support to Haiti at the time of the earthquake and had been able to 
assist the population and, secondly, Cuba already had two vaccines in use and three candidate vaccines that 
would soon receive final approval, which might be interesting information for the Committee. These 
scientific advances and cooperative actions entailed an enormous effort for the country, owing to the 
blockade imposed by the United States, which was the main obstacle to its development. Lastly, she 
conveyed the country’s satisfaction with the proposal from the secretariat to strengthen the Committee’s 
mandate by converting it into a conference, thus enabling it to contribute to improved follow-up of 
cooperation issues at the international level, promoting policy coherence and placing the demands and 
challenges of the countries of the region at the centre of international discussions. 
 
Adoption of agreements (agenda item 6) 
 
62. At their tenth meeting, the Presiding Officers of the Committee on South-South Cooperation 





Dialogue of ministers of foreign affairs on opportunities and challenges of international development 
cooperation in the context of the health, economic and social recovery post-COVID-19 (agenda item 5) 
 
63. The dialogue of ministers of foreign affairs was moderated by Alicia Bárcena, Executive Secretary 
of ECLAC, and the participants were Hugo Rivera, Vice-Minister of Economic Affairs and International 
Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic; E. Paul Chet Greene, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Immigration of Antigua and Barbuda, country serving as Chair 
of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS); Ramon Cervantes, Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Immigration of Belize; Carlos Ramiro Martínez, Vice-Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, country serving as Chair of the Like-Minded Group of Countries Supporters 
of Middle-Income Countries; Leslie Campbell, State Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade of Jamaica; Felipe Solá, Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship of 
Argentina; Erika Mouynes, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama; and Rodolfo Solano Quirós, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica. 
 
64. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC said that the dialogue of ministers of foreign affairs was an 
opportunity for policy reflection by the region’s cooperation authorities. ECLAC had spoken about a 
paradox of the recovery, as some countries in the region were close to economic recovery, but this was not 
going to alleviate poverty, extreme poverty, unemployment or informality. The growth that had been 
recorded was driven by domestic demand —resulting from emergency transfers— and by increased exports, 
tied to higher commodity prices rather than volume growth. The region was facing several challenges, 
including more acute global asymmetries, which called for greater integration and synergies through 
regional integration mechanisms and South-South cooperation. Unequal access to vaccines was an example 
of that situation. There was also an asymmetry in wealth, as developed countries had become richer while 
developing countries had become poorer. The asymmetry on climate change was reflected in the suffering 
of SIDS and Central American countries, with no clear funding mechanisms for climate change adaptation. 
Also, wide-reaching recovery plans were being formulated in developed countries, while in the countries 
of the region these were not yet in place, which was detrimental to investment. In the region, great fiscal 
efforts had been made, but fiscal space was shrinking, and debt was increasing, so external financing was 
essential and had to be equitable and independent of income levels. Renewed cooperation was needed, and 
the recommended regional conference on South-South cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean 
would make a valuable contribution in that regard, as the United Nations wanted to hear from regional and 
international cooperation stakeholders. 
 
65. The Vice-Minister of Economic Affairs and International Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Dominican Republic said that the pandemic had caught the region off guard and that 
Caribbean SIDS had been hit hard by the impact on tourism. The Dominican Republic had been a recipient 
of South-South cooperation. Exports and remittances had increased and multisectoral civil society 
partnerships had supported the government. A total of 10 million doses had been administered under the 
country’s vaccination plan, with 80% to 90% of the population vaccinated. The question of what would 
happen to the economy remained, as well as how public expenditures in the region would be financed, and 
how it would be possible to protect against and finance damage from natural phenomena; South-South 
cooperation could provide responses to those challenges. Cooperation was increasingly important, as were 
effective and creative instruments of cooperation. The Dominican Republic shared an island with Haiti, a 
country that needed the helping hand of the countries of the region through cooperation. The Latin 
American and Caribbean region was prosperous, dynamic and strong enough to face adversity, but it needed 
to act with greater unity than ever before, by enhancing regional integration capabilities, to forge ahead 
along a path of transformative recovery. 
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66. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Immigration of Antigua and Barbuda, 
country serving as Chair of AOSIS, said international development cooperation had to evolve beyond 
traditional forms to promote the convergence of developing countries to higher levels of income and 
well- being and to support developing countries’ efforts to provide universal basic standards to their citizens 
and to participate actively in the provision of international public goods. Recovery from the pandemic was 
possible through international development cooperation combined with pursuit of the SDGs if premised on 
urgent access to vaccines for all, fiscal space for COVID-19 response and recovery, identification and 
tackling of inequality, transfer of technology and closing of the digital divide, advancement of the climate 
agenda, leveraging of input from people and global youth involvement. Smart recovery had to directly 
influence international development cooperation that gave the nations of the world the opportunity to 
rebuild better and avoid replicating the unsustainable practices of the past. 
 
67. The Minister of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Immigration of Belize 
said the COVID-19 pandemic was a critical juncture that underscored the need to re-evaluate previously 
held orthodoxies in international cooperation in order to remain relevant in rapidly changing circumstances. 
In Belize, challenges included sustaining the development gains made previously despite a substantial 
cooperation agenda and an unsustainable debt burden that threatened those gains. The G20 Debt Service 
Suspension Initiative should be expanded to include all stakeholders and continue beyond 2021. Ultimately, 
the meeting would be deemed successful if it led to the formulation of extraordinary solutions for the 
extraordinary problems faced. That entailed linking the insights of the development in transition, middle-
income trap and structural gap approaches —providing a useful tool to reorganize international cooperation 
to make it effective— and the insights shared by the participants. 
 
68. The Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, country serving as Chair of the Like-Minded 
Group of Countries Supporters of Middle-Income Countries, said that South-South cooperation was a 
significant complement to international development cooperation, but not a substitute for it. Middle-income 
countries played an important dual role as providers and recipients, reflected in financial, technical, 
technology transfer and capacity-building support. The proposed transformation of the Committee on 
South-South Cooperation into a conference could contribute to positive changes, to bring the discussion to 
the countries, to greater knowledge-sharing and to the formation of partnerships. In the context of the 
pandemic, he reiterated the importance of universal access to vaccines, which should be treated as global 
public goods, and referred to the Statement on universal and equitable access to vaccines for the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of the Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC). He also highlighted statements by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and the Presidents of the General Assembly and ECOSOC on the need for the United Nations development 
system to improve its cooperation with middle-income countries in all their diversity. The region had the 
technical and technological capabilities to become a successful example of promoting South-South and 
triangular cooperation to the world. 
 
69. The State Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Jamaica said the Committee on 
South-South Cooperation and ECLAC must prioritize concrete action to meet the challenges and 
opportunities for international development cooperation post-COVID-19. Middle-income developing 
countries must continue to advocate for multidimensional measurements of development to be 
mainstreamed into long-term development financing for countries of the region. The middle-income trap 
must be addressed by shifting the policy focus of international development cooperation from poor 
countries to poor people. The pandemic had provided objectives for expanding South-South cooperation 
by exposing vulnerabilities in key social sectors. The institutional framework and mechanisms for 
South- South cooperation among countries of the region had to ensure strengthened partnerships for green, 
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equitable and resilient development beyond the pandemic. Lastly, South-South cooperation had to be 
reoriented to a more people-centric and inclusive approach. 
 
70. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship of Argentina, in a pre-recorded 
video message, said that the development cooperation strategy could not overlook the situation imposed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which had coincided with a lack of funding and international cooperation resources. 
Bolder and more comprehensive funding actions were needed. Argentina had made progress on international 
cooperation with various United Nations agencies and regional entities, as well as bilaterally in numerous 
efforts related to combating the pandemic. Countries in the region should work together for an equitable and 
sustainable recovery. Most of the countries were middle-income and faced constraints in accessing 
cooperation. Argentina therefore welcomed the work of ECLAC in supporting countries in areas such as 
access to vaccines, combating climate change and access to financing for development. He also highlighted 
the Comprehensive Plan for Health Self-Sufficiency that the Executive Secretary of ECLAC had presented at 
the twenty-first meeting of foreign ministers of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States 
(CELAC). He expressed his country’s support for the Plan, as well as for the initiative to transform the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation into a regional conference, which would strengthen its institutional 
framework and capacity for action. Lastly, he said that his country, as Chair of the High-Level Committee on 
South-South Cooperation, was at the full disposal of ECLAC to work in this area.  
 
71. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama said, in a pre-recorded video message, that the pandemic 
posed multiple challenges and its effects were numerous and multidimensional. Integration and 
multilateralism were effective tools for obtaining international cooperation assistance, sharing experiences 
and finding solutions in the social, economic and environmental spheres. Multilateral bodies had a leading 
role in that, and South-South and triangular cooperation were effective tools for achieving the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. Women continued to suffer discrimination in access to work and 
decision- making in the public, private and rural sectors, and it was therefore necessary to pursue public 
policies that addressed the needs of women and girls. On the environmental front, Panama was moving 
towards decarbonization and building climate resilience, and had called for a regional climate governance 
partnership. Measures had been taken in education and technology, and access to medicines had improved. 
Social protection programmes were also geared towards the inclusion of indigenous peoples. She concluded 





72. In closing, the Executive Secretary of ECLAC recalled that, as had been stated at the meeting, no one 
could be saved on their own. The help of all was needed, so it was important to include all countries in all forums 
regardless of their income level. International cooperation was based on countries’ development problems, 
respecting sovereignty and recognizing their national strategies, but being flexible in order to respond to 
uncertainties. There was a need to ensure access to concessional finance and other financing instruments for all, 
regardless of income, particularly for the smaller economies. It was also important to develop a set of 
multidimensional development indicators, a task to which the Statistical Conference of the Americas of ECLAC 
could contribute. Asymmetries in areas such as climate change, debt and financing called for resilience-building 
and more and better multilateralism. The regional conference on South-South cooperation in Latin America and 
the Caribbean would be a space to go beyond the orthodoxy of cooperation and build a new paradigm for a more 
sustainable and more egalitarian recovery. It would also be linked to global cooperation strategies and would 
contribute to the fulfilment of the mandates of the second High-Level United Nations Conference on 
South- South Cooperation (BAPA+40), which were being renewed in the context of a pandemic. She concluded 
by thanking Costa Rica for its leadership as Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC. 
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73. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, in his capacity as Chair of the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation of ECLAC, highlighted the convening function of the meeting and 
the importance of the dialogue held and the consensus reached, which responded to the mandates of 
resolution 749(XXXVIII), adopted at the thirty-eighth session of ECLAC. He expressed his special 
appreciation to ECLAC and the leadership of its Executive Secretary and her team. The region faced the 
challenge of developing strategies that would promote a greater commitment to international cooperation 
based on the new reality of the pandemic, in order to achieve inclusive and sustainable growth. Collective 
and solidarity-based work was needed to alleviate the vulnerabilities of countries, especially SIDS. A new 
way of measuring countries’ development was needed for cooperation to have a positive impact. He thanked 
ECLAC for preparing the document Development in transition: Concept and measurement proposal for 
renewed cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean. The future regional conference on South-South 
cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean would be a forum for decisive and coordinated work to 
address the needs of member countries. It was possible to develop strategies to promote productivity and 
inclusive, holistic, green and resilient growth, capable of responding to emerging needs. Finally, he noted 
that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its SDGs should continue to guide collective efforts 
and that the conversion of the Committee on South-South Cooperation into the regional conference on 
South-South cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean was a fundamental step towards consolidating 











At its extraordinary meeting, held virtually on 19 and 20 August 2021, in fulfilment of resolution 749(XXXVIII) 
adopted by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean at its thirty-eighth session, the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation agreed to: 
 
1. Take note of the document “From the Committee on South-South Cooperation to the regional 
conference: opportunities for renewed international development cooperation in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. Note by the secretariat”;1 
 
2. Recommend that the Committee of the Whole of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean:  
 
(a) Approve the renaming of the Committee on South-South Cooperation as the Regional 
Conference on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean; 
(b) Decide that the Regional Conference on South-South Cooperation in Latin America and 
the Caribbean shall prioritize the implementation of the mandates conferred on United Nations 
regional commissions in the outcome document of the second High-level United Nations 
Conference on South-South Cooperation,2 which was endorsed by the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean in resolution 749(XXXVIII) adopted at its thirty-eighth 
session, held in October 2020, and shall carry out its activities within the framework of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 3  and General Assembly resolution 75/234 on 
South-South cooperation; 
(c) Agree that the regular sessions of the conference be held every two years at the headquarters of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in Santiago, in alternating 
years to the sessions of ECLAC, using installed capacity and within existing resources; 
 
3. Request the Chair of the Presiding Officers of the Committee on South-South Cooperation to 
submit these recommendations for consideration by the countries at the thirty-sixth session of the 
Committee of the Whole, to be held in November 2021; 
 
4. Thank the Chair of the Committee on South-South Cooperation and the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean for organizing the extraordinary meeting, and participants for their 
contributions to the discussions on strengthening the Commission’s cooperation bodies and on 
multidimensional measures of development, the dialogue of ministers of foreign affairs on opportunities and 
challenges of international development cooperation in the context of the health, economic and social recovery 
post-COVID-19, and the outcome of the twentieth session of the High-level Committee on South-South 
Cooperation of the United Nations. 
 
1  LC/RECSS.2021/3/Rev.1. 
2  General Assembly resolution 73/291. 






































COURTESY TRANSLATION PROVIDED  





The Embassy of the Federative Republic of Brazil presents its sincere compliments to the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and the Executive Secretary and has the honour to 
transcribe the statement by Brazil in reference to item 3 of the agenda of the extraordinary meeting of the 
Committee on South-South Cooperation, held from 19–20 August 2021: 
 
‘The circulation of the document on the concept of “development in transition” barely one week before 
the extraordinary meeting did not allow the Government of Brazil enough time for internal consultations. 
 
First, I believe it is fundamental to note that Brazil has implemented its international cooperation 
policy in full harmony with the spirit of solidarity and horizontality that guides the exchanges between the 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean in the promotion of socioeconomic development. In this 
agenda of exchange, the South-South and trilateral cooperation conceived and implemented by our 
countries has reflected usefulness, vitality, diversity and positive results. Brazil believes that the Committee 
on South-South Cooperation, and its eventual successor, the regional conference on South-South 
cooperation, are forums that should maintain this primary purpose. 
 
Brazil understands that the ECLAC document should be interpreted, given its qualities, as 
exclusively analytical or academic in nature, since the concepts and statements it contains were not the 
subject of consultations with the governments of the member countries and, therefore, cannot be considered 
commitments. Brazil has concerns about the possible practical implications of an apparent 
compartmentalization of Latin America in relation to other developing countries and regions that could be 
interpreted from the reading of the ECLAC document. The lack of a multilaterally agreed definition of the 
concept of “development in transition” is evident when it is not found in the major resolutions of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations relating to development. 
 
It should also be noted that the concept of “development in transition” was not developed by the 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, or with their needs in mind. It is an idea that was formulated 
on the other side of the Atlantic, reflecting visions of the world based on other realities. 
 
The controversial elements associated with the very origin of this concept are even more worrying 
for the sovereignty of the countries of the region when they have been linked to other ideas, also exogenous, 
such as “global public goods” that are neither recognized in multilateral forums nor peacefully and broadly 
accepted with respect to their content or scope, the alleged need to formulate, in Latin America, a “new 
social compact”, and the implementation of the concept of “global citizenship”. We see the proposal to 
equalize public and non-public actors as the assumption of the weakening of the political and institutional 
coordination capacity of governments of the region in their economic and social development efforts 
according to their own sovereign priorities. 
 
Thus, Brazil is concerned by the reinterpretation of the paradigms of international cooperation, which 
deviate from the basic principles of multilateralism, for example, with regard to respect for sovereignty, not 




Brazil has shown interest in participating in any discussion to identify concrete strategies that would 
allow the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to maintain their access to international cooperation 
flows. We do so again in line with our commitment to continental solidarity. 
 
Specifically, Brazil recalls and favours the content of the special communiqué on the promotion of 
a multidimensional approach for measuring countries’ transition to sustainable development, approved by 
the Heads of State and Government of half the member countries of ECLAC on the occasion of the 
twenty- seventh Ibero-American Summit held in Andorra in April 2021. 
 
This communiqué stressed, and I quote: “the importance of continuing the dialogue among member 
States and relevant international cooperation partners on the concept of “development in transition” 
complementary to the categorical division by per capita income, with a view to moving forward together 
on a voluntary basis, and in accordance with the commitments made by the international community at 
multilateral conferences regarding the criteria for measurement, allocation of international development 
cooperation and suitable instruments to accompany countries that wish to do so in their transition to 
sustainable development; urging the revision of the classification system and the graduation process of 
countries that identify themselves as middle-income, in order to overcome this restricted paradigm that 
understands development only in terms of economic growth.” End of quote. This continues to be Brazil’s 
understanding in this matter. 
 
Finally, Brazil raises a very important alarm: it believes that the approach being applied to the 
concept of “development in transition” could lead the Commission away from its primary function of 
identifying and promoting practical actions for the expansion of South-South and trilateral cooperation in 
the region. That is the focus, I repeat, of the activities of the Commission, in all of its bodies, as established 
in its decisions up to now and as established in the outcome document of BAPA+40, which all of us 
represented here adopted, by acclamation, in Buenos Aires in 2019. 
 
In that regard, we consider that ECLAC could mobilize specialized support to its member countries 
to identify objective measurement criteria beyond per capita income, considering the multidimensional 
character of development and the structural obstacles to social and economic progress in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. The technical contribution of ECLAC could provide references and technical content and 
material for the repeated discourse of challenging the current graduation criteria applied to official 
development assistance, and contribute to planning South-South and trilateral cooperation where, as we 
know, and specifically with regard to South-South cooperation, graduation criteria are not applied. I repeat, 
we do not apply graduation criteria among ourselves, and we are not different countries. We are members 
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
Moreover, we cannot forget the sources of financing for the region, that is, the countries and private 
groups that send us ODA and FDI. It is a big task. Count on Brazil. But do not count on Brazil to undervalue 
South-South and triangular cooperation.' 
 
The Embassy of the Federative Republic of Brazil avails itself of the opportunity to reiterate to the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and the Executive Secretary the assurances of 
its highest esteem and consideration. 
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– José Guillermo Sarita, Encargado de Cooperación Internacional, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 
email: josegsarita@gmail.com 
– Patricia Céspedes, Encargada de Seguimiento a Programas, Ministerio de Economía, Planificación y 
Desarrollo, email: patricia.cespedes@economia.gob.do 
– Wallis Reyes, Ministerio de Economía, Planificación y Desarrollo, email: 
wallis.reyes@mepyd.gob.do 
– Darío Cabrera, Analista, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: dcabrera@mirex.gob.do 
 
SAINT KITTS Y NEVIS/SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS 
 
Representante/Representative: 









SAN VICENTE Y LAS GRANADINAS/SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Janelle Hannaway-Horne, Economist II, Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning and Information 
Technology, email: jhannaway@svgcpd.com 
 
SANTA LUCÍA/SAINT LUCIA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Sheldon Michel, Foreign Service Officer, Political and Economic Unit, Department of External 
Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Economic Growth, Job Creation, External Affairs and the Public 





– Elizabeth Bradley, Deputy Permanent Secretary, International Development Cooperation, 
email: elizabeth.bradley@gov.sr 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Lucill Starke-Esajas, Acting Head, Multilateral Cooperation Division, email: lucill.esajas@gov.sr 
– Chermain Pansa, Desk Officer, Multilateral Cooperation Division, email: chermain.pansa@gmail.com 
 
TRINIDAD Y TABAGO/TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Debra Dipchansingh, Assistant Director, Technical Cooperation Unit, Ministry of Planning and 
Development, email: debra.dipchansingh@planning.gov.tt 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Davin Jagessar, Assistant Programme Coordinator, European Development Fund Unit, Ministry of 










– Alejandro Mernies, Director General de Cooperación Internacional, Ministerio de Relaciones 
Exteriores, email: cooperacion@mrree.gub.uy 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Mariano Berro, Director Ejecutivo, Agencia Uruguaya de Cooperación Internacional (AUCI), 
email: mberro@auci.gub.uy 
– Verónica Suárez López, Responsable de Relacionamiento Institucional, Agencia Uruguaya de 
Cooperación Internacional (AUCI), email: vesuarez@auci.gub.uy 




VENEZUELA (REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE)/VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF)  
 
Representante/Representative:  
– Daniela Rodríguez Martínez, Viceministra para Temas Multilaterales, Ministerio del Poder Popular 
para Relaciones Exteriores, email: danielamultilaterales2021@gmail.com 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Wilmara Lugo, Viceministra de Planificación Social e Institucional, Ministerio del Poder Popular de 
Planificación, email: wilmaralugom@gmail.com 
– Arévalo Méndez, Embajador de la República Bolivariana de Venezuela en Chile, 
email: armero8@gmail.com 
– Patricia Jordán López, Primera Secretaria, Embajada de la República Bolivariana de Venezuela en 
Chile, email: prjordanlopez@gmail.com  
– Ricardo Salas, Despacho de la Viceministra para Temas Multilaterales, Ministerio del Poder Popular 
para Relaciones Exteriores, email: ricardosalas68@gmail.com 
 
 






– Jocelyne Croes, Special Advisor for Multilateral Affairs, email: jocelyne.croes@gmail.com 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 





– Walter Roban, Deputy Premier and Minister of Home Affairs, email: trobinson@gov.bm 
 
ISLAS VÍRGENES BRITÁNICAS/BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Benito Wheatley, Special Envoy of the Premier, email: bwheatley@bvi.org.uk 
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member:  





– Joseph E. Farrell, Premier, email: farrellje@gov.ms 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members:  
– Veronica Dorsette-Hector, Parliamentary Secretary, email: hectorv@gov.ms 
– Kenya Lee, Deputy Financial Secretary (Ag)/Economist, email: leek@gov.ms 
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– Debra Lewis, Director of External Affairs, email: lewisd@gov.ms 
– Deonne Semple, Director of Policy and Planning, email: sempled@gov.ms 
– Brenda Lindsey, Assistant Secretary, email: lindseyb@gov.ms 
 
 
C. Secretaría de las Naciones Unidas 
United Nations Secretariat 
 
Coordinadores Residentes/Resident Coordinators 
– Cristian Munduate, Coordinadora Residente, Panamá, email: cristian.munduategarcia@un.org 
– Rebeca Arias, Coordinadora Residente, Guatemala, email: rebeca.ariasflores@un.org 
– Alice Shackelford, Coordinadora Residente, Honduras, email: alice.shackelford@un.org  
– Birgit Gerstenberg, Coordinadora Residente, Belice y El Salvador, email: erika.gerstenberg@un.org 
– Garry Conille, Coordinador Residente, Jamaica, email: garry.conille@un.org 
– Roberto Valent, Coordinador Residente, Argentina, email: roberto.valent@un.org  
– Allegra Baiocchi, Coordinadora Residente, Costa Rica, email: baiocchi@un.org  
– Jan Harfst, Coordinador Residente y Humanitario a.i., República Bolivariana de Venezuela, 
email: jan.harfst@undp.org 
– Lena Savelli, Coordinadora Residente, Ecuador, email: savelli@un.org; carolina.teran@un.org 
– Miguel Barreto, Coordinador Residente a.i., Chile, email: miguel.barreto@un.org 
– Igor Garafulic, Coordinador Residente, Perú, email: igor.garafulic@un.org 
– Pablo Ruiz Hiebra, Coordinador Residente, Uruguay, email: pablo.ruizhiebra@un.org 
 
Oficinas de los Coordinadores Residentes/Resident Coordinator Offices 
– Pablo Basz, Oficial de Alianzas y Financiación para el Desarrollo/Partnership and Development 
Finance Officer, Oficina del Coordinador Residente en la Argentina/Resident Coordinator Office in 
Argentina, email: pablo.basz@un.org 
– Benjamin Rae, Economista Superior/Senior Economist, Oficina del Coordinador Residente en el 
Ecuador/Resident Coordinator Office in Ecuador, email: raeb@un.org 
– Gonzalo Alcalde, Jefe de Equipo/Team Leader, Oficina del Coordinador Residente en el 
Perú/Resident Coordinator Office in Peru, email: gonzalo.alcalde@un.org 
– María Fernanda Awapara, Oficial de Alianzas/Partnerships Officer, Oficina del Coordinador 
Residente en el Perú/Resident Coordinator Office in Peru, email: mariafernanda.awapara@un.org 
 
Oficina de Coordinación del Desarrollo (OCD)/Development Coordination Office (DCO) 
– Niky Fabiancic, Director Regional a.i. para América Latina y el Caribe/Regional Director a.i. for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, email: niky.fabiancic@un.org  
 
Oficina de las Naciones Unidas para la Cooperación Sur-Sur (UNOSSC)/United Nations Office for 
South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC) 
– Adel Abdellatif, Director a.i., email: adel.abdellatif@unossc.org; maxine.phang@unossc.org 
– Yongjie Wang, Asistente Especial del Director/Special Assistant to the Director, 
email: yongjie.wang@unossc.org 
 
Oficina del Alto Representante para los Países Menos Adelantados, los Países en Desarrollo sin Litoral 
y los Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo (OARPPP)/Office of the High Representative for the 
Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 
(UN-OHRLLS) 
– Gladys Mutangadura, Jefa, subprograma de países en desarrollo sin litoral/Head, LLDC 
sub- programme, email: mutangadura@un.org; magnus.andresen@un.org 
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D. Sistema de las Naciones Unidas 
United Nations system 
 
Fondo de Población de las Naciones Unidas (UNFPA)/United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
– Jozef Maerien, Asesor Regional de Movilización de Recursos y Alianzas/Regional Advisor for 
Resource Mobilization and Partnership, email: maerien@unfpa.org 
 
Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados (ACNUR)/Office of 
theUnited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)  
– Marie-Helene Verney, Jefa, Servicio de Alianzas Externas, Oficina Regional para las 
Américas/Regional Bureau for the Americas, email: verney@unhcr.org 
 
Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentación y la Agricultura (FAO)/Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
– Dina López, Oficial de Cooperación Sur-Sur, Oficina Regional de la FAO para América Latina y 
el Caribe/South-South Cooperation Officer, FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
email: dina.lopez@fao.org 
 
Organización Internacional del Trabajo (OIT)/International Labour Organization (ILO) 
– Martin Hahn, Director, Oficina de la OIT en Brasil/Director, ILO Office in Brazil, 
email: hahn@ilo.org  
 
Organización Internacional para las Migraciones (OIM)/International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) 
– Marcelo Pisani, Director Regional para América del Sur/Regional Director for South America, 
email: mpisani@iom.int 
 
Programa Conjunto de las Naciones Unidas sobre el VIH/Sida (ONUSIDA)/Joint United Nations 
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
– Alejandra Corao, Directora Regional para América Latina y el Caribe/Regional Director for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, email: coraoa@unaids.org 
 
Programa Mundial de Alimentos (PMA)/World Food Programme (WFP) 
– María Eugenia Pino, Oficial de Programas/Programme Officer, email: maria.pino@wfp.org 
 
Unión Internacional de Telecomunicaciones (UIT)/International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
– Bruno Ramos, Director Regional para las Américas/Regional Director for the Americas, 
email: bruno.ramos@itu.int  
 
 
E. Organizaciones intergubernamentales 
Intergovernmental organizations 
 
Asociación de Estados del Caribe (AEC)/Association of Caribbean States (ACS) 
– Ingrid Jacobs, Director for Cooperation and Resource Mobilisation, email: ijacobs@acs-aec.org 
 
Asociación Latinoamericana de Integración (ALADI)/Latin American Integration Association (LAIA) 
– Graciela Vigorito, Departamento de Cooperación y Formación, email: gvigorito@aladi.org  
– Sebastián Villano, Departamento de Cooperación y Formación, email: svillano@aladi.org  





Banco de Desarrollo de América Latina (CAF)/Development Bank of Latin America (CAF) 
– Patricio Scaff, Coordinador de las Relaciones Externas, email: pscaff@caf.com  
 
Comunidad del Caribe (CARICOM)/Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
– Carla N. Barnett, Secretary-General, email: osg@caricom.org; carla.barnett@caricom.org 
 
Mercado Común del Sur (MERCOSUR)/Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR) 
– Andressa Caldas, Directora de Relaciones Institucionales, Instituto de Políticas Públicas en Derechos 
Humanos (IPPDH), email: acaldas@ippdh.mercosur.int 
– Nahuel Oddone, Jefe de Promoción e Intercambio de Políticas Sociales, Instituto Social del 
MERCOSUR (ISM), email: noddone@ismercosur.org 
– Lucía Benavídez, Asesora, email: lbenavidez@ippdh.mercosur.int 
 
Organización de Cooperación y Desarrollo Económicos (OCDE)/Organisation for Economic 
Co- operation and Development (OECD) 
– Ragnheiður Árnadóttir, Directora, Centro de Desarrollo de la OCDE/Director, OECD Development 
Centre, email: helia.samadzadeh@oecd.org 
– Rita Da Costa, Counsellor, email: rita.dacosta@oecd.org 
– Helia Samadzadeh, Personal Assistant to the Director, OECD Development Centre, 
email: samadzadeh.helia@gmail.com 
– Adriana Caicedo, OECD Development Centre, email: adriana.caicedo@oecd.org 
– Julia Peppino, Project Coordinator, OECD Development Centre, email: julia.peppino@oecd.org 
 
Secretaría General Iberoamericana (SEGIB)/Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB)  
– Daniel Castillo, Coordinador Técnico del Programa de Fortalecimiento de la Cooperación Sur-Sur 
(PIFCSS), email: daniel.castillo@cooperacionsursur.org 
 
Sistema Económico Latinoamericano y del Caribe (SELA)/Latin American and Caribbean 
Economic System (SELA) 
– Clarems Endara, Secretario Permanente, email: cendara@sela.org 






Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
– Alicia Bárcena, Secretaria Ejecutiva/Executive Secretary, email: alicia.barcena@cepal.org 
– Raúl García-Buchaca, Secretario Ejecutivo Adjunto para Administración y Análisis de Programas/Deputy 
Executive Secretary for Management and Programme Analysis, email: raul.garciabuchaca@cepal.org 
– Luis Fidel Yáñez, Secretario de la Comisión/Secretary of the Commission, email: luis.yanez@cepal.org 
– Romain Zivy, Coordinador, Oficina de la Secretaría Ejecutiva/Chief, Office of the Executive 
Secretary, email: romain.zivy@cepal.org  
– Gerardo Mendoza, Jefe, Unidad de Gerencia de Proyectos, División de Planificación de Programas 




– Guido Camú, Jefe, Unidad de Información Pública/Chief, Public Information Unit, 
email: guido.camu@cepal.org 
– Jimena Arias, Oficial de Asuntos Sociales, Oficina de la Secretaría de la Comisión/Social Affairs 
Officer, Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: jimena.arias@cepal.org 
– Enrique Oviedo, Oficial de Asuntos Políticos, Oficina de la Secretaría de la Comisión/Political 
Affairs Officer, Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: enrique.oviedo@cepal.org 
– Lydia Rosa Gény, Oficial de Asuntos Políticos, Oficina de la Secretaría de la Comisión/Political 
Affairs Officer, Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: lydia.rosageny@eclac.org 
– Vera Kiss, Oficial de Asuntos Económicos, Oficina de la Secretaría Ejecutiva/Economic Affairs 
Officer, Office of the Executive Secretary, email: vera.kiss@cepal.org 
– Karen Haase, Asistente Superior de Gestión de Documentos, Oficina de la Secretaría de la 
Comisión/Senior Documents Management Assistant, Office of the Secretary of the Commission,  
email: karen.haase@cepal.org 
– Luis Flores, Asistente de Investigación, Oficina de la Secretaría de la Comisión/Research Assistant, 
Office of the Secretary of the Commission, email: luis.flores@cepal.org 
 
Sede subregional de la CEPAL en México/ECLAC subregional headquarters in Mexico 
– Pablo Yanes, Coordinador de Investigaciones/Research Coordinator, email: pablo.yanes@cepal.org 
 
Sede subregional de la CEPAL para el Caribe/ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean 
– Diane Quarless, Directora/Chief, email: diane.quarless@eclac.org  
 
Oficina de la CEPAL en Brasilia/ECLAC office en Brasilia 
– Carlos Mussi, Director/Chief, email: carlos.mussi@cepal.org 
 
Oficina de la CEPAL en Montevideo/ECLAC office in Montevideo 
– Gabriel Porcile, Director/Chief, email: jose.porcile@cepal.org 
 
 
